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REVOLUTIONARY SERVICES OF ROBERT 
BOLLING, OF PETERSBURG, VA.,* 



With a Roster of His Troop. 



Petersburg, Va., Oct. ist, 1832. 

The following letter was politely handed to the Rev. Minton 
Thrift, by Robert B. Boiling Jr. It is from the pen of his father 
Capt. Robert Boiling of Petersburg Troop of Horse, who served 
his country during the American Revolution 1778-1781: 

" Early in the spring of 1778, I entered as a common soldier, 
in a volunteer corps of cavalry, under the command of Major 
Thomas Nelson of York town, Va. ; George Nicholas of Albe- 
marle county, ist Lieutenant, and Hugh Nelson as 2nd Lieuten- 
ant and brother to the Captain. I and about one hundred young 
men were embodied, organized and disciplined at Port Royal in 
Hanover county. This troop of cavalry was raised by Capt. 
Nelson, in pursuance of a recommendation of Congress of the 
2nd of March 1778 for the term of twelve months. After re- 
maining at Port Royal several months, and being well discip- 
lined, we were marched from that place, about the ist of 
August 1778, to Philadelphia, where the Congress of the United 
States was in session. In consequence of the removal of the 
army from the State of Pennsylvania, we were informed that our 
services were not necessary at that time; therefore after receiving 
the thanks of that august body of statesmen and patriots, in 
printed resolutions, we were discharged on the 8th of August, 
1778." 

" Early in the year 1780, /, in the capacity of Captain, enlisted 
a number of men, and formed a troop of cavalry on the south 
side of James River, at which time Col. Bannister of Dinwiddie 
commanded the militia. I marched this troop into actual service 
and joined a considerable body of militia and other troops then 
assembled at Smithfield in the county of Isle of Wight, the 

* We are indebted to the kindness of Miss Nora F. M. Davidson, of 
Petersburg, for the papers here printed. 
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■whole commanded by General Muhlenburg, General Robert 
Lawson and Col. Josiah Parker. I continued in service of this 
troop of cavalry during the active duties of the year 1780, and 
while a detachment of troops with a fleet of vessels invaded Nor- 
folk and Portsmouth, under the command of General Leslie, and 
kept possession of these places some time. 

Early in the year 1781 I resumed my military duties as a vol- 
unteer captain of cavalry, having made some additions to my 
troops by new recruits, and always considered myself in service 
from the early period of 1780, until some time after the capture 
of the British Army under the command of Lord Cornwallis at 
Yorktown in the month of October 1781. In the month of May 
1781 a strong army of British troops, under the command of the 
American traitor, Benedict Arnold, invaded the State of Vir- 
ginia, and advanced rapidly to Petersburg; which town they 
captured, though not without a gallant resistance from the mili- 
tia; in which battle I was present, being under the command of 
General Baron Steuben, a foreigner of distinction, in the service 
of the Continental Congress. 

General Phillips departed this life a few days after the capture 
of Petersburg the second time, at Bollingbrook, the residence of 
my mother, Mrs. Mary M. Boiling, who, with /our single daugh- 
ters were made prisoners. The command of the British army 
devolved on Benedict Arnold for a few days, until the Southern 
army under the command of General Lord Cornwallis, formed a 
junction with the two armies at Petersburg, when Cornwallis took 
the supreme command. But previous to the junction of the two 
divisions of the British army, I, with a part of my troop of cav- 
alry, sent under the command of Major Churchhill Jones, an 
officer of the Continental service, towards North Carolina, for 
the purpose of obtaining information as to the time of the ap- 
proach of Lord Cornwallis & his army to Petersburg; in which 
service, I had two of my troops captured by the enemy, namely 
John Butts and Thomas Walker. In addition to the battle at 
Petersburg, I was in a skirmish with a party of the British at 
Broadway, on Appomattox River, about seven miles below 
Petersburg. I rendered military services on both side of James 
River, and after encountering many dangers and difficulties, 
lived to see my country in the enjoyment of peace and indepen- 
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dence. In my excursion to North Carolina with Major Jones, I 
returned to Petersburg previous to the capture of the British 
army under Lord Cornwallis, at Yorktown, on the 19th of Octo- 
ber, 1 78 1. The foregoing statement contains the most important 
facts and circumstances relative to my military services during 
the American Revolution, and to the best of my belief & recol- 
lection, at my present age of seventy-three years & a lapse of 
fifty-four years. 

Signed, Robert Bolling. 



The following is a correct list of the troops of cavalry formed 
by Capt; Robert Boiling, and which served in the Revolutionary 
war in the years 1779, 1780 and 1781 : 



Robert Bolling, Captain. 
Wm. Broadnax, 2nd Lieut. 
John Butts, 
Peter Woodliff, 
Richard Bland, 
Bret Randolph, 
Thomas Walker, 
Robert Walker, 
Esau Goodwin, 
Frederick George, 
John North, 
Jeremiah Bonner, 
Robert Hodges, 
Edward Avery, 
Tuttle Hudson, 
William Burton, 
Irby Hudson, 
David Walker, 
John Morrison, 



John Scott, 1st Lieut. 
John H. Briggs, Ensign. 
Nicholas Parham, 
John Smith, 
John Starke, 
John Atkinson, 
Roger Atkinson, 
John Stewart, 
Francis Stewart, 
Henry Randolph, 
Benjamin Kirkland, 
John Watkins, 
Thomas Lanier, 
John Kate, 
John Howell, 
William Shore, 
William Scott, 
John Nicholas, 
Thos. T. Boiling. 



The John Butts mentioned above married Mary Anne, daugh- 
ter of Daniel Parke Claiborne and Mary Anne ne Maury. 



